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larkttt1u1 anh lawu.
IGHT! night in a midday sky
And night in this heart of mine !
Out of their gruesome graves are fled
The flitting phantoms of the dead;
My sorrowing spirit pants to fly
Away in the night with Thine.

N

Dawn! dawn in the ruddy East
And dawn in this heart of mine I
A new joy throbs in the skylark's singing;
Swift as a bolt from a ,storm cloud winging,
Thou comest, Son, to Thy mother's breast;
My heart is at rest on Thine.
Otto

J.

Herrmann '17 ~

OPE somewhere has remarked that poetry should be the "universal concern of the world" and not merely "the affair of idle
men who write in their closets and of idle men who read
there." Of course, this is Pope's way of saying what all who
are not poets believe. Poetry should not be the language in which
poets speak to poets, but the language in which poets may speak to
the world. Yet the writings of many poets are looked upon by the
world of ordinary men as unintelligible, perhaps, as foolish vanities.
Some poets, in fact, are unintelligible even to their brother poets.
Tennyson said of the poem of a certain contemporary, the first and
last lines were the only two he understood and these were manifestly
false, since the first professed to introduce the theme to the reader
and the last gave him the assurance that he had comprehended the
lesson of the poem. According to his own assertion, Percy Bysshe
Shelley is a poet of this type. "You might as well," he says, "go to a
ginger shop for a leg of mutton as expect anything human or earthly
-from me." And yet, while his peers herald him as the dreamer of
·dreams divine, we who are not poets cannot escape the conviction
that in his philosophy of life he was truly a poet "of the earth,
·earthy."
Shelley was a man who, had he lived today, would have made a
first-rate Socialist of the anarchical type. He might have become the
soul of a revolution. His philosophy was sufficiently materialistic,
'his fancy wild enough to have made him the ideal apostle of the "new
-0rder." His troubles began at school. His own super-sensitiveness,
:a hard-headed Scotch teacher, an educational code in which boys -were
not spoiled by sparing the rod, and worst of all, a company of heartless schoolmates, who never lost an opportunity to tease "mad Shelley," kindled in him a spirit of resentment and rebellion which eventually came to regard the whole world as his oppressor and opponent.
The climax came at the University, from which the young revolutionary was expelled because his superiors could not agree with him on
his "Necessity of Atheism."
It is not'our purpose here to dwell at length upon the biography
of the poet. There are incidents in the years following the University
days which are best left unmentioned, and for our purpose it is enough
to recall that Shelley left school, as he relates of himself, "to war
among mankind." Among the poets of our times are a goodly num-
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ber,-a majority probably,-who hail Shelley as the "poet of poets,"
and defend his apostolate of revolution, as if his fame rested upon
those works in which these doctrines are promulgated. We plebeians
of the literary world cannot agree with them. How many of us who
have revelled in the joyous "Ode to the Skylark" have ever read the
"Revolt of Islam"? How many who have felt the appeal of the natural beauty of the "Adonais" have labored through the unreal philosophy of the "Prometheus Unbound," with all its gorgeous setting? If
to the world at large were given the province of bestowing poetic
fame, the "Revolt of Islam," the " Queen Mab," and the "Prometheus"'
would not, we fear, have won for their author the fame which now
he claims so justly. We would not place the poet's poet (who is just
as much our poet) upon a lower pedestal; we would raise him to a
higher, and think of him as the poet of the earth and sea and sky, of
the birds and flowers and of
"All that is Nature's and may be
Untainted by man's misery."
Shelley is pre-eminently a poet of nature. Natural beauty and
natural happiness find in him expression almost incomparable. An
apostrophe to Nature in one of her most glorious moods, more vivid,
more spontaneous, more intense in imagery, more beautiful in diction,
than his "Ode to the Skylark" has probably never been written. The
ode opens as the sudden opening of a mountain forest through which
a traveller is given the first view of some magnificent panorama : the
ocean, a tremendous waterfall, or it may be the glory of a summer
sunset above vast stretches of purpling valleys and hills:
"Hail to thee, blithe spirit!Bird thou never wert,That from heaven, or near it,
Pourest thy full heart
In profuse strains of unpremeditated art."
The stanzas crowd upon each other in a magnificent stream of
imagery which swells and surges, now scintillating in the "golden
lightning of the sunken sun," now darkling beneath the shadows of
the "pale purple even," as the poet's fancy follows the flying creature
through the glorious sunset clouds until its form melts in the twilight heaven, leaving only its song to flood the earth as
"From one lonely cloud,
The moon rains out her beams, and heaven is overflowed."
The poem is, of course, predominantly imaginative. The expressed thought, in fact , seems almost trivial for the splendid com-
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plement of imagery which accompanies it, but to the most casual
reader, the appeal of the "Ode" must be easily comprehended. It is
a summation of natural beauty and happiness, and the reader who
opens his soul to the flood of joy which surges thrqugh every verse
can scarcely help feeling a swelling of heart as he follows the poet
through dewey dell of glow worm, through flowers "awakening in
the vernal showers," to the palace tower of imprisoned love, up into
the thousand-tinted glory of the rainbow, in his quest for a share of
the rapture which thrills from the throat of the unseen songster of
the skies. The poem concludes with .t he quest unended. And herein
is the key to the melancholy mood which pervades Shelley's poetry
in general. The "Ode" is an expression of one of the two moods , in
one of which the reader will always find Shelley. He is the poet of
moods, and you will find him either in the height of happiness or in
the most utter dejection and gloom. For him there is no medium.
In the lines "To Night," in the "Invocation" to the "Spirit of
Delight," in the " Ode to the West Wind," even in the " Stanzas Written in Dejection,' we find the same wealth of imagery, the same wondrous beauty of diction, the same perfection of unity between emotion, rhythm and diction, but underlying all, as a background upon
which the wonderful word pictures are painted, is a sense of melancholy, of dejection, of despair. Turning to them from the rapturous
strains of "The Skylark" or "The Cloud,'' they remind one of the
wailing of a child who has grown weary of his toys and of his play
and, longing for something else to sooth his fancy, grows restless and
finds relief at last in tears and his mother's kiss. The appeal in the
"Lines to Night" is pitiful:
"Blind with thine hair the eyes of day ,
Kiss her until she be wearied out."
Shelley indeed had known the sweetness of life :
"I love all that thou lovest, Spirit of Delight,
I love waves and winds and storms,
Everything almost
Which is Nature's and may be
Untainted by man's misery."
He had known them and wearied of them as every whole-hearted
man must weary of them. He had sought for perfect happiness in
life and had not found it, nay , had learned rather that perfect happiness cannot be found. · He had sought for peace and been denied it,
and all because-the reason is as old as time itself-Shelley, the poet
of Nature, did not know Nature's God. And so, in the midst of the
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most exquisite pleasure, in the midst of beauties, "so sweet the sense
faints picturing them," he still must look beyond the present and see,
waiting in the dim distance, Death:
.
"Within the twilight chamber spreads apace
The shadow of white Death, and at the door
Invisible Corruption waits to trace
His extreme way to her dim dwelling-place."
Let other poets seek through the obscure passa:ges of the
"Prometheus" and the "Queen Mab" for proofs of a nobler philosophy than this. Let them tell us that their poet was the follower of
an ideal-an unattainable ideal-the symbol of the ideal which
must guide the ambitions of every man to . lead him on to an ever
higher plane. Let them herald him thus, but in the final analysis
they must a.d mit that the best their poet can offer us is happiness in
Nature's present beauty and after that, to die and be the food of
worms!
And yet, in spite of all, we are drawn to this poet. For we, too,
love Nature, but we love it because in its beauty we see reflected,
dimly though it be, the brightness of the Eternal Beauty, Whose true
image we bear within us. We too, love to dream in the silver splendor of his fancied cloudland with never a thought of the darkness beneath the "fleece-like floor by the midnight breezes strewn." We
love to soar with the lark on the golden wings of the poet's fancy
and bring back to earth, if we will, an echo of angels' voices. We too,
would drift with the wild West wind and learn from its mighty spirit
of the unseen All-powerful Hand.
Whatever poets may say of him, to us Shelley was a singer whose
heart throbbed poignantly to every shifting phase of nature's beauty.
No man, perhaps, has revelled in nature more; no man surely has ever
painted nature more brilliantly. But all his keen sympathy with her
could not bring him peace.
"Less oft is peace in Shelley's mind
Than calm in waters seen."
For him the heavens proclaimed not the glories of the Lord. Poor
Shelley! Well had it been for him whose spirit was so "tameless and
swift and proud," to have seen with the psalmist's vision that the trees
and the birds and the sky he loved were but mouthpieces of the
Creator. Happy he, could he have learned with Augustine, whose
will was once as wayward as his own, that: "Our hearts are made for
peace, nor shall they find peace until they rest in God."

J.

PAUL SPAETH '17.

T

HEY nailed their Victim to the cross,
Redemption from eternal loss;
Their King, their God, they raised on high,
Then, mocking at His agony,
They sat and watched Him.
Few words, how simple, briefly told;
How charged with hate, how gripping cold.
Of all that throng on Calvary
Clearest by far are they to me
That sat and watched Him.
And 0 my God, on that dread day,
Frown not on me, my God, nor say:
"Thou bitterest of bitter foes,
Thy coldness ranks thee one of those
That sat and watched Him."
Henry F. Kenkel '15.

ltrligtnu auh tfnlitits.
HROUGHOUT their entire history, the American people have
witnessed at almost equal intervals a propaganda against the
Catholic Church. At certain times it has assumed the proportions of a distinct political party, having as its object the
complete proscription of the members of that church, disfranchisement, boycott in business, and the prevention of any Catholic from
holding any lucrative or even honorary public office.

T

In the early colonial days the persecution was most severe. Catholics were essentially undesirable citizens; priests were murdered
when apprehended, and the ceremonies of the Church could only be
performed in utmost secret. However, after the war for independence,
and in the light of the patriotic part taken by Catholics in the prosecution of that long struggle to a successful issue, such violent assaults
on the Church were tempered to a great degree and the agitation subsided, in the main, to personal , individual bigotry. Meanwhile the
Church grew in influence and power of numbers and, mainly for this
reason, toward the middle of the nineteenth century was witnessed
the revival of an organized opposition to Catholicity. It was at that
time that the "Know-Nothings" came into existence, whose programme consisted in a complete antagonism to Catholics in every
possible way. For a while it flourished and in some states, that party
secured control of the entire political machinery; but with the attrition of time, the party passed into oblivion and its leaders into political obscurity forever.

We next observe the same spirit of intolerance appearing above
the horizon of American politics in the '90's under the caption of the
American Protective Association. This movem.e nt was no less comprehensive than its ill-fated predecessors and held in view as its end
the abolition of Catholic participation in the government of the nation, disfranchisement and inhibition of Cahtolics to hold office. Its
exstence was shorter than previous anti-Catholic movements and less
efficient. The A. P. A . movement expired with comparative rapidity
and the injection of religio.n into American politics, in any noticeable
measure was unheard of until the elections of the years 1913 and '14.
During the year 1913 local organizations, anti-Catholic in their
substance, if not in name, waged an aggressive campaign against

44

THE XAVIER ATHENAEUM

every man of Catholic faith who aspired to municipal office, and
whether from the force of their activities or existing political condi~
tons, the results of these elections in the various municipalities were
sufficient to warrant the continuance of opposition to Catholics. That
they did is evinced by their open participation in the primaries and
general elections of the year 1914. While the results in the primaries
were not all that they desired, yet they were enough to serve as an
incentive to increase their political operations. And those societies
followed up their past work against Catholics and succeeded in their
attempt to enhance substantially their pplitical importance.
As a result of all this, Catholics find themselves today, face to
face with a serious opposition, an offonse that demands some sober
thought on their part. They must find a means to combat their present enemies and should be prudent in the steps they take to oppose
them. But while they are mindful of the counsel of prudence, they
should not be less strong in their affirmative action against them;
they should not be one whit less aggressive, above all they should not,
as is the wont of a great number of them, choose to passively observe
these threatening attacks on themselves and their religion, nor attempt to minimize the danger that lies therein.
It is true that by constant instruction from their earliest days
Catholics are taught to cherish the proposiion that religion and politcs should be kept separate entirely. Under this government absolute separation of the Church and state is preferable to any other arrangement. But Catholics ought to realize that they are not doing
violence to their above stated principle when they oppose men who
stand for such unpatriotic organizations as antagonize a candidate for
public office, for the sole reason that he is a member of the Catholic
Church. A great many Catholics, at the time of the beginning of th~
movement excused their attitude of indifference by explaining that
through ignoring agitation altogether it would die out the quicker
and such a course would prove most expedient in uprooting it. Subsequent events fail most signally to disclose the wisdom of such ~
stand. On the contrary, conditions call for the united and aggressive
action of all Catholic organizations in combating this movement of
bigotry and religious intolerance.
It is evident now that the movement will not die out as long as
men are allowed to make money out of it and the Guardians of Liberty
are permitted to accomplish defeat of every Catholic man who aspires
to office. Neither will it die out as long as it caters to the political
preferment of those who are unscrupulous and unpatriotic enough to
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accept its support and foster its existence. It will not pass away as
long as the great body of Catholic citizens submissively allow the
government to transmit through the mails the printed matter through
which it reviles the Catholic Church. It will not perish because it
lacks the support of intelligent non-Catholics. Experience shows that
it does not want for the assistance of such people. It numbers among
its active and passive supporters a great number of alleged i'ntelligent
Protestants. While the better class of Protestants mainly deny allegience to such a movement and publicly declare their apposition to it,
still, they do not oppose it in any practical sense. There are some
few bright exceptions, however, who have the broad-mindedness and
courage to, denounce it.
With such a state of affairs, can the Catholic body of American
citizens hope to profit by silence? Can they expect a cessation of this
warfare on their Church, a sla.n dering of their priests and Sisters, and
the martyrdom, politically speaking, of their representative men who
aspire to public office, and bear the added political burden of an unyielding opposition because they are courageous enough to profess
their faith in the face of taunts and inquiries? Do Catholics expect
broad-minded Protestants to jeopardize the success of their chosen
party at the polls by putting forward a Catholic candidate with the
knowledge that he will be scratched by numbers of men in his own
party, while Catholics of the opposite party stand serenely by and refuse to help?
Any sane man does not need much power of prospection to see
the condition of Catholics a short time hence, if such a situation is
suffered to obtain longer. The time for palavering with bigots, of
quibbling and appealing to the sense of justice of the so-called broadminded Protestants is passed. The result of this would be nil. It is
the duty of every true Catholic to make his own opposition felt in a
substantial way; it is time for all Catholic organizations of laymen to
present a united front against this bigoted and unfair persecution.
It is high time to thrust home to the American people, in no unmistakable manner, the fact that some sixteen millions of their fellowcitizens cannot be reviled and insulted with impunity. Does any other
body allow themselves to be so treated? Certainly not! Witness the
Jewish people, who are more or less subject to perennial persecutions,
in their objections to the United States authorjties in reference to the
situation of their race in Russia, when the subject of a treaty came up
a few years ago between this country and Russia and on several other
occasions.
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Catholics are several times more numerous than the Jewish people in the United States and yet no really strong front has as yet been
presented to our antagonists or firm presentations made to the proper
authorities. Let Catholics arouse themselves in unison to a sense of
their duty to the Church and to themselves; let them lose no time in
announcing through proper channels and by every means that opposition to Catholicity in such an unfair way must stop, and let them
make known to the great mass of American voters that such a large
component of the citizenship of the United States, as the Catholics
represent, cannot be persecuted at will without just retribution.
EDWARD HOGAN '15.

M

y wish for you is that you may
Have all this dear old world can give ;
This life enjoy the livelong day,
Forgetting not for what you live.
I wish you all that wealth can bring,
Blessings than wealth more fair, more true.
I wish for you-Oh, everything
You wish, and more, I wish for you.
Above all else I wish a Friend,
Just One, who'll be a Friend indeed;
Whose loving, tender Heart will lend
You hope and solace in your need.
John J. Maloney '17.

&ptrttus Jrnmptus.

I

WOULD write a villanelle
(My good professor said I must)
And make the verse some sweet thought tell.
So first I ponder for a spell
And from my brain brush off the dust,
For I would write a villanelle.
My wits I cudgel then right well,
Before myself to write I trust,
To make the verse some sweet thought tell,
I force my mind on things to dwell
Beautiful, noble, good, and just;
For I would write a villanelle.
I soar to heaven, plunge to--earth,
No middle course-"Pike's Peak or bust"I'll make that verse some sweet thought tell.
What's that? Good night! The dinner bell!
Adieu, dear Muse. Don't look nonplussed.
Next time I'll write a villanelle
And make my verse some sweet thought tell.
J. Paul Spaeth '17.

Ju ilrmnry nf Jiat4rr lllllrir.
[From St. Xavier Calendar.]

On Thursday evening, February 25, the Rev. John F . Weir, S. J.,
passed away peacefully at the Good Samaritan Hospital.
Father Weir was born in Cincinnati in 1858. From his noviceship, begun in August, 1876, Father Weir passed most of his days in
sickness and in suffering. Quite early in his Jesuit career he was
threatened with loss of eyesight. Throughout his years of study,
weakness of vision was his constant trial; and he conquered his own
sorrow by cheering and encouraging others. No Jesuit, in my memory, was ever kinder and more devoted to the sick than Father Weir.
He had the tenderness which we commonly ascribe to the ideal
woman; and a power of sympathy which made directly for encouragement. In the sufferings of others he forgot his own. He could bring
cheer into the darkest hours of a sick brother; no task was beneath
him or above him. It was as easy for Father Weir to talk of "ships
and shoes and sealing wax, of cabbages and kings," with a power of
cri~icism and an insight few could equal, as to tidy the room and do
those little offices which we shabbily term menial. In word and example, he was an inspiration. I recall years in the life of Father Weir,
when it seemed to me that he showed the tremendous possibilities of
unselfishness to their very utmost.
Father Weir was modest to a fault. Only a few months ago, I
asked hi~ t6 read a novel in order to get his opinion as to the fitness
of its being placed in the Pen-a-Day Library. Father Weir read a
few pages and promptly returned the volume.
"Father," he said, "that's an indecent story. I dared not read
any further. Why do men write about such things? And why do
men and women read such stuff?"
The book in question, dear S_ir, and dear Miss, is a book which
ninety per cent, I dare say, of our fine young women have read or are
reading today, without a blush ; a book in which the larger number of
these same readers see nothing at all indelicate. Father Weir, a m~n
of the most exquisite taste, was singularly free of today's Pagan civilization.
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But there is another side to this remarkable Jesuit. No braver
disciplinarian ever guided the destinies of any Jesuit College in the
West. Once he had made up his mind to do a thing, that thing would
be done, though the heavens should fall. As a disciplinarian, Father
Weir was almost a martinet. It was partly to his strict discipline,
but mainly to his intense enthusiasm, that he proved to be an extra- '
ordinary teacher. Beneath Father Weir's warmheartedness, intense
sympathy and gentleness there hid a will stronger than triple brass.
As a teacher he knew precisely what he wanted, and he went after it
in a manner that left no doubt as to his getting it.
Heart and enthusiasm ! These entered into all his undertakings.
Never shall I forget the year he had charge of St. Xavier School.
Happy the boys and girls who belonged to his Communion class.
I dare say that those children prepared by Father Weir remernber yet
his force, his fervor, his untiring efforts to bring them close to Jesus
in the Blessed Sacrament.
Ill health and diffidence in Father Weir's case robbed us of a
splendid speaker and a writer of most finished English. Content to
live a life hidden in God, it was for Father Weir to encourage others
as he alone could encourage to great efforts, whether with the pen or
with the voice. He went his modest way rejoicing that he himself
was forgotten while others stood in the limelight. He triumphed in
the achievement of his brothers.
Father Weir was an enthusiast. He was strong in his enthusiasms
-all of which made for purer livi11g and higher thinking. He was the
power behind many a throne.

.
A

S the crowds in the city street surge by,
Can you not tell in each one's eye,
In each one's gesture, carriage, dress,
His own ideals of godliness?
John Reardon '18.

i;npt.
HOU Light that through the myriad ages,
Unquenched, didst glow amid ethereal fires ;
Last plank of souls engulfed in clinging mires;
,
Inspiring ray of mystic seers and sages,
Who from their cryptic depths and hermitages
Were wont to stand o'er gloomy funeral pyres
And mutter warnings to bereaved sires,
Dost thou, undimmed, still blaze, whilst battle rages?

T

In answer, as some distant beacon spark,
Thou sendest gentle beams to each sad soul,
And there enkindle strength and trust anew.
Shine on resplendent midst war's awful dark,
And light the path unto the final goal,
Lest tripping we may fail His will to do!
Joseph Welpley '18.

UDGING by the past and present history of human kind we are
indeed in a world of woe. The existence of man on this earth
seems destined to be marked by contention, by rivalry and conflict. The normal condition of the world is one of warfare.
Even in the time of Rome, a time of political unity, the Temple of
Janus was closed but for a few brief intervals-the rest of the time it
was open and wars raged. Subsequent history has offered no more
substantial encouragement to the sigher after world peace.
"Comfort's in Heaven and we are on earth," seems to condense
tersely all the evidence of argument and history for the advocacy of
universal peace. Howev~r it is a commendable trait in man's makeup not to recognize failure . And so we commend the efforts of pacificists, the aim if not the methods of the Hague Conferences and all
other schemes designed to further the cause of peace. In the study
of the methods to be employed in preventing wars, two to be considered as possessing the prestige and weight of having once been used
and found partly successful, are the system known as Christendom
and the system of the Balance of Power.
Christendom used in its wider sense to describe the parts of the
world inhabited by Christians may mean in a narrower sense a polity
as well as a religion, a nation as well as a people. Christendom in
this sense was an idea which inspired and dignified many centuries of
history and which has not yet altogether lost its power over the minds
of men. The Christian society or Christendom was, next to the Roman Empire, the nearest appro~ch to social unity that the world has
witnessed. Real political unity was never restored after the Empire
of Charlemagne, but in the twelfth century we find a very large measure of unity something more than religious. The Church was naturally the chief unifying force. In the darkest days she had preached the
same gospel to Frank, Saxon and Roman. Her organization had been
at critical moments, when the power of kings had almost been uprooted, the only tie which held together the people of the West; so
much so that the popes exercised a power in the political as well as
the religious sphere. Besides being the Guardian of the Faith, the
papacy became the central court of Christendom. The Curia · was
treated as a court of last appeal. Arguments could be disposed of
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finally by the pope because of the tremendous influence he held over
the 11eoples of the world. The princes, if they refused to accede to
the pope's decisions, were liable to excommunication, in which event
their subjects refused them allegiance. Instances of this are found in
history in the case of John of England from whom the people wrested
a constitution by the aid of the pope, and in what is probably history's
most famous instance of arbitration, when Alexander VI divided the
New World between Portugal and Spain. To understand how the
authority of the papacy could thus prevail over the civil princes one
must grasp the cosmopolitan nature of the world at that time. No
very distinct lines marked the boundaries of the different countries
and rto great antipathies (such as later evolved) alienated one nationality from another. We find in those days Frenchmen and Italians m
the sees of England,-German and English in the highest positions in
France and thus all along the line.
The unity of Christendom was most pronounced during the
twelfth century, less so during the thirteenth. The development of
nations with their narrow and strictly selfish instincts marked the end
of the institution of Christendom instead of which was substituted the
"Balance of Power" theory. Balance of Power is a term in public law
understood to mean an organization intended to effect among nations
such a distribution of forces that no state shall be in a position either
alone or united with other to impose its own will on any other
state or interfere with its independence. One power cannot extend
its territory, increase its strength or largely add to its resources without giving umbrage to neighboring powers. Balances of Power are
distinguished according to their ends into two kinds. One that merely
aims to prevent the domination by any one state or groups of states
over the remaining, is the old form of the balance of power. It is by
its very nature only temporary, being an association provoked by
aggression and possible domination, and continuing as long as the
danger lasts. The three principal instances in history of this balance
of power are, first in the period of resistance to the House of Austria,
which had succeeded by inheritance to the thrones of Spain and the
German Empire; secondly in the resistance to the House of Bourbon
under Louis XIV; thirdly in the resistance to Napoleon in the time
of the republic and empire.
The second kind of Balance of Power is more extended. Instead
of several states against one state, it unites a system of states in a
common understanding-more lasting and firm in this that instead of
being temporary it assumes a permanent character and tends not only
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to defend each one of the states, but to establish and guarantee among
all such a balance of power as will maintain them in peace. Such an
equilibrium was maintained in Europe until recently. The Triple
Alliance, Italy, Germany and Austria-Hungary were balanced against
Russia and France. By the Russo-Japanese war with its consequent
loss of prestige to Russia the balance was perceptibly disturbed in
favor of the Alliance until England cast her lot with France and · Russia to form the Entente.
The principle at the bottom of the balance of power idea has been
generally condemned, i. e. it is not allowable to take up arms to
weaken a prince or state whose power is increasing day by day, lest
if it were allowed to increase too much it would enable such a state
to injure another when the opportunity offered. If a state becomes
more powerful by internal development or by external aggrandizement, so long as it is legitimate, it cannot in justice be limited or held
back even though the existing equilibrium be threatened. The desire for a balance of power may be a cause for emulation but not for
hindrance. If, however, any state intends external aggrandizement
by means not in accord with justice or international law, any number
of states may justly unite to form opposition.
The Balance of Power system has been in vogue for many centuries but never has it failed so dismally as at the present time when
the nations, after having resolved themselves into two armed camps,.
accepted the challenges, the one of the other, and plunged into the·
present colossal conflict. The day may dawn when anger, greed,.
class-hatred will cease to sway the hearts of men; a happier generation than our own, reared in the millenium of universal brotherhood,.
may wonder at our barbarous day of diplomacy and superdreadnaughts. But the warless age to come will be the result, not of more
perfect systems than middle age Christendom and twentieth century
Balance of Power. It will be the outcome of a change in human nature-which is about the same as saying that it will not come at alL
WILLIAM M. STIENE '15.

When all alone and in my den,
My pipe and I chat tenderly
Of camping in a lonely glen
Beneath a spreading walnut tree.
D'you mind the time when in the glade,
All shrouded 'round and still and dark,
We crouched beneath the maple's shade
And watched the squirrels on a lark?
Remember how we used to sit
And listen to the birds' sweet songThe blue-bird's chant, the wren's tu-whit?
And how we sat and pondered long?
Beside the streamlet ·clean and cool
We lounged, and felt the trout's first thrill;
Each tremor 'round the floating spool
Was mirrored in the hushed rill.
And as the hallowed curls ascend
The scenes of past enjoyment fade,
But mem'ries linger; visions blend
With longings; lo, my wish is made.
OTTO J. HERRMAN '17.
A shaded ledge beside a stream,
A sunny day, when all is br..ight,Aha ! the time to rest and dream,
To rout all woes, to feel just right.
Breathe in the wine-filled, happy air,
Hark! how the birdies blithely singBut keep an eye on the "floater" thereNow list! the woods with echoes ring.
The warm, calm breeze on me doth blowI bide there long 'tis well nigh noonGently and soft the waters flow
And sweetly hum a welcome tune.
It needs be June, so rare the day,No bite. That matters not a whit,
So long 'tis summer and I may
Just sit and smoke and smoke and sit.
THOMAS A. GALLAGHER '17.

THIS IS THE LIFE
I wish I were a genius
In every walk of knowledge,
And could master every science
Without hying me to ,college.
I would like to read the heavens,
Know each star and constellation,
And follow all the comets
To the end of all creation.
I would read the grand old masters,
Every thought and theme sublime,
Expounding all the wonders
In the "corridors"' of time.
I would follow natural science
Down its every mystic lane,
From the apple of old "Newton"
To the modern aeroplane.
Painter's canvas I would gaze on,
With a feeling optimistic,
From the work of old "Angelo"
To the "Post-Impressionistic."
Economics I would fathorr.,
Setting all the world aright.
Socialism would I throttle,
Anarchism I would fight.
I would gather all the wisdom
Of the past and present age
And with intellect prospective
Would I constitute a sage.
J. S. HOGAN '17.
Afar from city's din and flurry
Within a quiet hamlet's calm,
To bid adieu to care and worry,Can you not feel in this, life's balm?
To welcome early morning breezes
Atingle with the throb of day,
And seek what'er in nature pleases
Beneath the moon's bright kindly ray.
I long for a home, so meet, so cosey,
Something to hold my affections true,
A loving wife to make life rosy,
To share my love,-and little ones, too.
In friendship with my fellow-man
A service to my God to be.
To live in peace my little span
And slip into eternity.
R. JOSEPH DEIMLING '17.
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Mine be a camp out in the wood,
Up North where pine trees sigh and moan,
While the breeze sweeps past like Robin Hood
And startles them into their weird tone.
A lake nearby, warmed by the sun,
Where I can swim and row and fish;
Spending my days in sport and fun
While having every thing I wish.
At night to glide along the shore
And listen to the bull-frogs' croak;
Dipping my paddle o'er and o'er
With silent, long and rapid stroke.
A place where I can live at ease,
Enjoying life without a woe.
This is the life to cheer and please
Provided you have got the "Dough."
DANIEL J. BUTLER '17.
Give me a pipe, tobac-no bookA rod, some worms, a shady nook,
The summer hours to while awayAnd there, b'lieve me, I'll stay all day.
I'll choose a place that's breezy, cool,
Forget my worries, books and school;
Some pie and cake, an apple or two,
And this a meal for me will do.
But these, my friend, are pipe dreams rare,
When water's warm and skies are fair.
Today, the prospect's mighty bleak;
I can't see Latin, I'm blind at Greek.
ALBERT J. STEINKAMP '17.

LIFE.
Whene'er I think how much there is of strife,
And how we struggle in this world of ours,
And give to worldly things our greatest powers,
Since now in all such worldly thoughts are rife;
When I consider this brief span of life,
Wherein all men receive their humble dowers
Of years, to spend among these temporal bowers,
The fear of Death then cuts me, like a knife.
But something to my mind gives answer bright,
That life is but a flash, a mere sojourn
From Heaven; from the home of our dear Lord,
Who placed us here for meriting delight,
Who guards us from the time that we are born,
And guides us through the gate to our reward.
JOSEPH McCARTHY '18.
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THE CHRIST OF LOVE.
The first Good Friday seemed to witness the most stupendous
failure in history. A Man, who purposed to overturn the system of
centuries and initiate a new era, died in shame on a cross between two
thieves. So utter was that failure that even the chosen followers of
the Man abandoned Him. Alone with His ignominy He died. But
His was the failure of success. Three days later, jn the paramount
miracle of His life, He consummated His mission and set the seal of
perfection upon the work He had come to do. In His glorious resurrection from the dead was realized that without which His life would
have remained a series o(beautiful, barren deeds. And from that day
no year has gone by without a celebration of the momentous event
and a recurring to the climax of the incarnation. Easter is observed
wherever Christianity is known. It is a day of beautiful memory and
of splendid promise. It commemorates the culmination of the act of
redemption. It brings before the minds of men the supreme triumph
of the humble Nazarene over the curse accruing to humanity from
the Garden of Eden.
Men perpetuate the memones of those of the human race who
have attained greatness. Soldiers and savants, inventors and artists,
sages and prophets remain for years in th~ minds of their fellows.
But who among them is remembered with love? Humanity wonders
at the wisdom of Aristotle. It admires the bravery of Alexander. In
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lives in the agora with the oratory of Demosthenes. It delights in
the artistry of Raphael. It marvels at the inventions of Edison. But
from the beginning of the world there is One and One alone who has
"died and left love upon his tomb." There is only One who daily
lives again in the hearts and minds of mankind. There is only One
whose steps are joyously retrodden by multitudes of men in every
age. There is only One to whom a weary world turns for comfort
and solace and peace. There is only One who is loved. And that
One is He who established Himself in the hearts of His creatures by
the glad message of His angel: "He is risen: He is not here."

Naval Militarism.
Since August of last year French and English censored cables
have brought to the States a vast amount of information concerning
iron-fists and militarism and war-lords. William of Germany has
been held up to all neutrality as an ambitious, aspiring autocrat. The
Teutonic empire has been called many kinds of harsh names by Sir
Edward Grey and her population represented as a Spartan race of
well-drilled machines ready and eager to cast the peace of Europe to
the four winds of the universe. All or most of which comes of the
diplomatic necessity of looking past the beam to the neighbor's mote.
A comparison of "preparedness" may interest. Germany's standing
army in time of peace numbers 672,000 men. Russia's forces on the
same footing amount to over twice as many, or 1,500,000 men.
France, with a population of 40,000,000 souls, maintained an army of
620,000 men. Population considered, this force is greater than Germany's by fully forty per cent. England's peace army consisted of
160,000 men. Apparently then, Germany was not ransacking nurseries and old men's homes in her rabid search after "food for powder."
Granting some truth to English charges, however, the unpleasant word militarism may just as well be applied to the ho.me of
monocles and slow wit. It does not matter essentially whether a
nation is a land militarist or a water militarist. From her pinnacle
of oceanic supremacy Britannia has dictated to the world. She is the
recognized mistress of the seas. And if any dispute her claim she can
produce evidence in substantiation. Her navy is the greatest in the
world because it costs her something over a quarter of a billion dollars annually to maintain it. In the realization of her naval supremacy
she calmly marks out paths for the powers of the world to follow.
She crushes Ireland for seven centuries. She reverses our Panama
Tolls. She suppresses our maritime commerce. She writes her own
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international law according to her needs. She cuts . off millions of
dollars worth of United States exports. By her "blockade" and
"emergency measures" she realizes the automatic co-operation of all
neutrals that sail the restricted zone. Dismayed by the aspect of a
successful industrial rival she arranges a strange aliance with Russia
and a unique compact with France, her "ancient and classic enemies."
She tried to isolate and to minimize the power of her successful and
vigorous rival.
The actual condition when the Uhlans crossed the French frontier
was, briefly, this: On one side was England with the combined navies
of France, Russia, Japan and Great Britain, and a peace footing army
of 2,260,000 men; on the other was Germany with an untried navy, an
army of 672,000 men and the liability of Austria on her hands.
If the German army is the most perfect in th~ world let it be
charged to those admirable Teutonic qualities which have counted for
so much in peace, in the science, arts, invention and kultur. Germany
had the duty of preserving herself, her nationality and her progress
against the pressure and restriction of the entente. With the militarism of William on one balance and the diplomacy of Lansdowne,
Delcasse and Cambou on the other, the scale does not sag in favor of
the treaty writers. From the viewpoint of a neutral, a highly organized landforce is no more repellant to civilization than a collossal,
domineering navy. Just who is responsible for the war we may never
know, but militarism-those who dwell in crystal palaces should beware of heaving boulders.

Big Trains.
In the present fight for increased rates, the railroads of the
United States dwell strongly on the measures they have taken to
safeguard the lives of passengers and employees. Quite a little prominence is given to the expenses incurred in replacing the old wooden
coaches with steel ones, in installing extensive block systems, and in
equipping their roads with other modern protection. The public, however, has been rather meagerly informed concerning one feature of
rail traffic that is open to some criticism. A few years ago a freight
train of 40 or 50 cars was considered "big." The old air-brake equipment could not be adjusted to suit many more cars. Gradually, however, the number was increased until at present all roads are permitted to run trains with an unlimited number of cars, the average being
100. The New York Air Brake Company claims to have successfully
accommodated the brake equipment to the increase, but railroad men
give a different version.
·
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There are two weighty arguments against the big train. Primarily, while" the carrying capacity of the individual engines has been doubled or tripled, the number of men in the crews has, on most roads,
remained the same. With two brakemen and a conductor to look after
100 or more cars, it is evident that the proper attention cannot be
given to journals, couplings, brake-beams, etc. A more important objection, however, is the tendency of the train to break in two. This
is a common occurrence on every road. Air-brake equipment on
the big hauls is so adjusted that the air is first effective on the cars
nearest the break. The result is an unequal check to the velocity of
the different parts af the train, which will inevitably result in a serious
piling up on the right of way if the train has obtained any headway.
Railway employees are emphatic in their condemnation of the
big trains as they are now run. "Old heads" declare them to be a
constant and serious menace to freight crews and to all passenger
traffic, especially on the double track systems now generally in use.
The I. C. C. might do well to take these facts into consideration while
the railroads are clamoring for privileges of passenger rate increa-se
throughout the country.
CHARLES H. PURDY '15.

Alumni Notes
The Executive Committee has chosen the Business Men's Club
as the site for the annual alumni banquet-the date April 21, and the
hour 7 P. M. The list of members has been thoroughly gone over to
secure speakers who are assured of delivering speeches which will
suit the most exacting and make the occasion a fitting event to be
recorded in the records of the Jubilee year. Upon the shoulders of
Judge Geoghegan rests the burden of seeing that the menu lacks nothing worthy of the occasion. The Executive Committee has agreed
that, although formal evening dress will be acceptable, it will not, in
the least, be compulsory. The entire society is working to make this
banquet the greatest success in years. Each of the classes since 1900
has been assigned a representative who is pledged to secure as great
a number of members from his class as can possibly attend. The
committee on music, of which Mr. \Villiam Manley is chairman, has
inaugurated a new custom. Instead of having the traditional quartette or octette, and in order to make each member feel a more personal interest in this phase of the celebration, there will be copies of
all the selections to be rendered at each plate and to start the singing,
twelve of the members have volunteered and are now rehearsing. It
is the earnest wish of the Moderator, Fr. Gosiger, to see at least a
hundred members present, and his wish seems to be on the road to
fulfillment.
Not a great many miles from the brink of the Grand Canyon of
the Colorado, there will wave on the night of April 21, the colors of old
St. Xavier. Once more over the night air will be heard the old college yells and the speakers proclaiming the glories of our Alma Mater.
Out in Arizona, and in the vicinity of Flagstaff especially, are to be
found quite a few of the S. X. C. graduates, and as absence is said to
make the heart grow fonder, it is not to be wondered at if the celebration of the Golden Jubilee year, which they have arranged for, will
surpass in enthusiasm at least, the festivities at the Business Men's
Club. "It's a long long way to dear old Xavier, but their hearts are
there."
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On Washington's Birthday the alumni had its annual celebration
m Memorial Hall. The friends of the college and the society itself
seemed to take more than the usual interest in the event and a large
audience witnessed the celebration. The songs by Mr. Dunlap and
the speech of Mr. William Schmiedeke were very well received and
thoroughly enjoyed. Mr. Herman Thumann, in the original poem
"Washington," departed from the old custom and used blank
verse. Mr. Jos. O'Meara, in presenting the sketch "Married by
'Phone," exhibited his versatlity in the portrayal of five different characters and the audience was unable to judge which proved the most
enjoyable. The Alumni Quartette for the first time rendered the college song "St. Xavier for Aye." Dr. Otto Juettner composed the
melody and words for this special occasion and there was no doubt
left after its rendition of its having filled a long felt need in the life
of the college. Encore after encore was demanded by the assembled
friends of the performers. One feature enjoyed especially, which was
not mentioned on the program, was the order and smoothness with
which the program was given and it bespeaks credit for the work of
the Rev. Moderator and the other promoters.
At the second quarterly meeting of the association, the members
conferred the gift of honorary membership upon Mr. Jos. O'Meara.
The election was unanimous and it was a fitting gift to one who has
shown such an active interest in the Alumni and college as has the
recipient. The finished and thoroughly enjoyable sketch he recently
gave is the latest instance of his activity in matters relating to St.
Xavier. Among the recent graduates of the regular collegiate course
elected to membership was. Mr. O'Connell of the class of 1914.
The danger arising from a second or third presidential term does
not seem to prevail in the alumni. The present year marks the second occasion on which Mr. Jos. Verkamp has been called to the helm.
When the election of a president for the Jubilee year arose, the society
showed no sign of hesitation in unanimously electing Mr. Verkampdemanding, as it were, that he give up the pleasures of simple membership and once more take up the arduous task of the presidency.
Even in the short space of time since his inauguration, an enormous
amount of work has been accomplished, due to his untiring efforts
and the earnest work of the Executive Committee. Enthusiasm is
contagious.
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St. Xavier College in extending its field of usefulness into the
realms of Fif!ance, Commerce, Accounting and Journalism has taken
the first step in the formation of a university, which it is hoped at
some future time, will extend ·its call to the student from the new site
in Avondale. To keep abreast of this progressive spirit at the Alma
Mater, the Alumni at the second quarterly meeting considered the advisability of admitting the graduates from these departments to full
and active membership upon the same conditions as those governing
the graduates from the regular course, provided they have received
the degree of their respective departments. This will provide for a
continuation of the activity in college matters that they have shown
since the inauguration of the night classes. These students, by their
very attendance at the evening courses, show a sense of earnestness
in their work. In the many social affairs they have recently given,
they betray a spirit of successful enterprise which after graduation
could be enlisted in no worthier cause than the Alumni Association
and the ends for which it stands. A final vote will be taken in regard
to the matter at the next quarterly meeting in June.
The task of enlisting new members is a duty which is often temporarily lost sight of in almost any organization. The officers and
members have lately shown a commendable zeal in canvassing the
names of the old students eligible, and the securing of applications
seems to be a self-imposed work which is general in the alumni.
There are only too many men who have fulfilled the required period
of study in college, but who for various reasons have never been
graduated, who should be members of the society. The difficulty lies
in the fact that they allow themselves the luxury of being negligent
in this respect. It is only when properly approached on the subject
that they bestow the proper attention to the matter and submit their
applications. It is only when an old student realizes, for various
causes, that he is ineligible to join the association, that he appreciates
the privilege that is denied him.
Although several months away, the society recognizes that the
time intervening will quickly pass by, and has accordingly made tentative arrangements for the reception to the graduates in June. When
its members saw fit to raise the annual dues to two dollars, it was the
understanding that part of the money was to be expended to defray
the expenses of this meeting between the old and the new. The quar-
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ters on the hill are
meetings and, as in
made to realize the
them at the buffet

admirably adapted for the setting of such social
former years, the new Bachelors of Arts will be
warm regard that their predecessors feel toward
lunch and reception which will be there given.

During the months of February and March God called to , Himself six Jesuit priests who had been connected with St. Xavier College. Fathers Michael and James Dowling, Father Edward Kelley
and Father John Weir made their classical studies here. Father
Henry Schaapman was President of St. Xavier from 1887 to 1893.
Father Michael Martin, for fifteen years Professor of Moral Theology
at St. Louis University, was assistant pastor at St. Xavier Church
about twenty years ago. ·May they rest in peace.
The Lancet-Clinic for March 27 contains a splendid article on
Hospital Service in the Turko-Balkan War." The paper was by
Theo. H. Wenning, M. D., before the B. Merrill Ricketts Experimental
Surgical Research Laboratory, November 28, 1914. Dr. Wenning was
graduated from St. Xavier in 1904 and is now Professor of Biology.
On Easter Monday, April 5, the Class of 1905 celebrated the
,tenth anniversary of its graduation with a reunion and banquet at the
Business Men's Club. The committee in charge worked strenuously
to get as large an attendance as possible. But as the sixteen living
members of this class are scattered over seven states and in eleven
cities, the number assembled was necessarily small. The good-fellowhip, however, of those present and the hearty letters received from
former professors and from members unable to attend made the absence of many less noticeable. Mr. John Bunker was toastmaster of
the occasion, and toasts were responded to by Rev. Francis Reardon,
Rev. Joseph Reverman, and Messrs. Albert Leibold, Walter Schmidt,
Fred Droege and Thomas Donnelly, S. J. The most gratifying result
of the whole affair was the unanimous determination to hold a reunion
annually to cement more firmly the friendship formed while a't St.
Xavier.
HARRY R. CARROLL '08.

We do not see where the March Gonzaga could be materially improved. "A Glimpse of Literary Ireland" deals with a subject that
particularly deserves mention. The Irish race has been unfortunate
in not receiving due credit for the influence it has always exercised on
literature. "Unexpected" and "On Hidden Paths" have a splendid
store of spice and suspense. The latter article, composed of supposed
letters of a young German spy, is very gripping and realistic. "Jack
Halstead" rehashes the old topic of anti-Catholic prejudice in an interesting way. Of the poems, "Into Eternity" contains beautiful sentiment, while "On Erin's Isle" is a seasonable episode of the life of
St. Patrick.
"The Great Unknown" and "The Outcome" in the Fordham
Monthly were of special interest to us. The former recalls in appropriate style the old, though touching, theme of the sudden jump of
musical talent to its own. The other is a true-grit college story, the
kind that holds the attention of a young student to the end. "The
Monk of Florence" is an enlightening fragment of history on the character of Savonarola and a defence of Pope Alexanrer VI. "The Pilgrim's Song," with its graceful rhythm and beautiful thought, and
"The Penitent" crown the poetic endeavors of the contributors. The
editorials display a good command of terse magazine language.
The Abbey Student brings to light a fund of ability, especially in
the editorial paragraphs. We beg leave, however, to censure one part
of the article, "Study of Greek." The author brings up the superficial
comparison of the study of Greek and shorthand. In shorthand,
merely characters are to be learned. There is no grammar and a very
small word list in the better systems. The undersigned has yet to
hear anyone declaiming against the difficulty of learning the Greek
characters. The trouble lies in the words themselves and the constructions. Greeks would gain very little in simplicity by being written
in Roman script. The two essays "Catholic Colleges in the United
States" and "The Church and Charity" touch on fields too extensive
to be adequately encompossed within a few pages. We believe a particular aspect of each subject would lend itself to more satisfactory
treatment. "The Manager's Mistake" is a ripping good story with a
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clever turn after a period of suspense. "Biblical Allusions in the Merchant of Venice" is a kind of writing that requires individual research
with much profit to the searcher. The topic is well handled. "The
Mystery of Edwin Drood" brings up several good side-lights on the
works of Dickens. "Love's Longing" and "Longing for Summer"
struck our fancy among the several poems. The story entitled "Fortunes of War" treats us with a romance of the kind that is too sparsely scattered through our college periodicals.

St. Thomas Purple and Gray. "Our National Defense" in a rare
manner holds us interested through a mass of statistics. "The Psychology of War" gives a philosophic defense of warfare on the ground
of self-preservation as the root of patriotism. The editorials are written in a strong, vigorous style. "Freedom" and "The Return" are
two excellent poetic productions. We think "Price of War" is a little
too prosaic.
LEO WALTER '16.

Chronicle
St. Xavier Diamond Jubilee Fund.
A short while ago the following circular, with a set of views of
the new St. Xavier, was sent to all the Alumni and to many friends
of the college :
Cincinnati, Ohio, January 25, 1915.
Dear Sir:
This year 1915 marks the Diamond Jubilee of St. Xavier College.
In recognition of the great good accomplished by St. Xavier in the
seventy-five years of her existence, it is proposed to erect a building
on the College grounds in Avondale.
We enclose a booklet with sketches and description of the general plan tentatively proposed for St. Xavier's development and expansion.
If you have subscribed to the Diamond Jubilee Fund you will be
interested in noting the splendid project your subscription will help
to initiate.
If your name is not yet on the List of Subscribers, we hope you
will now give this noble cause your generous consideration and join
us in a fitting testimonial to St. Xavier College.
ST. XAVIER DIAMOND JUBILEE
FUND COMMITTEE.
A long description of the new St. Xavier in Avondale, with pictures of the various buildings, was published in the Catholic Telegraph. The Enquirer and Tribune, the German Volksblatt and Freie
Presse, Catholic Columbian and Herold des Glaubens also had very
good accounts.

Sophomore Day-Through an oversight we omitted in our last
issue an account of the entertainment given by Sophomore class in
honor of their patron, St. John Chrysostom. It was one of the most
enjoyable literary treats we have had in many a day. The stage was
a thing of beauty ; the vocal and instrumental selections were well
rendered; papers were read in English by Lawrence Steltenpohl, in
Latin by Henry Bramlage and in Greek by Joseph Brockman; Alphonse Von der Ahe's poem was written in his usual chaste style.
The Rev. Prefect of Studies gave the class unstinted praise. He
merely voiced the sentiments of those who were present.
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Philopedian-All the meetings of this live society are full of interest. The debates have been carefully prepared and there have been
quite a number of eloquent speeches from the floor. The six speakers
for the coming public debate are working hard. The "Minimum
Wage" will be as hotly contested as was "Philippine Independence"
last year. Don't forget May 5, 8 :00 P. M.
The subject of the Scientific Essay this year was "Wave Motion."
The papers were handed in March 17. The winner will not be made
known until the Commencement.
On March 24 the College students labored for six hours at the
Intercollegiate Essay: The Sodality a Means of Personal Piety and
Social Activity. Three papers were selected from each of the ten
colleges of the Missouri Province and sent to St. Louis. Charles H.
Purdy '15 was one of the fortunate ten.
The Latin Intercollegiate took place on Monday, April 12. The
morning was devoted to translation from English into Latin; the
afternoon to sight translation from Latin into idiomatic English. The
work of both classes was very satisfactory.
The annual Retreat was conducted by Rev. Simon Ryan , S. J ., of
Chicago. Judging by the silence and apparent recollection of even
the smaller fry, the conferences must have made a deep impression.
The April Competition indicated that Spring fever has not been
epidemic. The notes in the various classes spoke well for the spirit
of study throughout College and Academy. The leaders were: Sophomore, Lawrence Steltenpohl ; Freshman, Otto Herrmann; Fourth
High, Earl Westerfield ; Third High A, Harold Thorburn; Third
High B, Harry Imbus; Second High A, Vincent Latscha; Second
High B, Edward Freking; First High A, Bernard Broering; First
High B, Joseph Schumacher; First High C, Bernard Froehle.
Commencement Exercises will be held in the Emery Auditorium,
Monday, June 21. On Sunday, June 20, Pontifical Vespers will be
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held in St. Xavier Church. The Baccalaureate address will be delivered by the Rev. William Robison, S. J., Professor of Dogmatic Theology at St. Louis University.
The sodalities at the College and at Avondale are to be commended for the interest they are taking in the Holy Childhood and
the Propagation of the Faith. The college sodalists and those of the
branch Academy have contributed some twenty dollars each to these
two worthy objects. New memberships in the Association for the
Promotion of the Faith among the Indians are gratefully acknowledged by the Rev. W. H. Ketcham of the Catholic Indian Bureau,
Washington, D . C.
The semi-annual elections of the Acolythical Society were held
during the early part of February with the following results: VicePresident, John Doerger; Treasurer, Robert Kelly; Secretary, Arthur
Frey; Chief Censor, James Poland; Assistant Censors, Joseph Sebastiani, Eugene Cloud, John Kelly. Every election was closely contested and much spirit and enthusiasm shown. The new officers were
installed at once.
All the acolytes were highly complimented for their supreme efforts and good showing during the Lenten services of Holy Week by
the President, Mr. W. Kelly, S. J.
Committees have been appointed and arrangements begun for the
annual picnic of the society, which will be held in the last week of
May. On acount of the flourishing condition of the treasury much
joy and good cheer is anticipated on the occasion of this event. Swimming, rowing, running and jumping contests will be staged and valuable prizes awarded the winners. However, the feature of the day
will be a baseball game between two teams yet to be selected.
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COLLEGE. OF COMMERCE AND FINANCE.
The March meeting on the evening of Wednesday the tenth, in
Memorial Hall, proved a great attraction. Brothers Joseph and Frank
Davin entertained the students with choice selections.
Mr. John F. Ankenbauer, manager of the Fire Underwriters' Club,
spoke in a very instructive way on "Adjustment of Fire Losses."
Mr. A. de Montluzin, president of the Advertisers Club of Cincinnati, entertained us with a wealth of wit and humor. Every word
of his speech contained an inspiring lesson not only for the young
man in Advertising, but for every young man who is ambitious enough
to wish to make a success of life.
On Wednesday evening, April 14, Mr. Clement J. Barnhorn entertained the League members and many of their friends with a charming lecture on Japan. The views were most attractive and the account
of the scenes and customs of this strange land were such as an artist
would delight in.
Mr. Geisler's course in Investments has attracted several new
members.
The officers of the Social League are making preparations for the
annual banquet to be held some time in May.
The students are hard at work for the final examinations. An
essay on one of the following subjects must be handed in, on or before
Monday, June 7. The essay is to contain 2,000 words, not including
.quotations:
The Federal Reserve Bank Act.
The Origin of the National Banking System.
Old Age Pensions.
Compulsory Arbitration.
Child Labor Legislation in America.
Industrial Insurance in the United States.
The Economic Significance of the Panama Canal.
The Control of Corporations in Massachusetts.
Monopolies in Ancient and Medieval Times.
The Effects of Trusts on Prices.
Varieties of Stocks and Bonds.
The History of the Standard Oil Company.
The History of the Tariff on Wool.
The Policy of Reciprocity.
The History of Federal Income Tax Acts.
Municipal Ownership in Great Britain.
The Co-operative Movement in England.
The Wage-Fund Theory.
The Power of the Press for Good.

''XAVIER CUBS" 1914-' 15.

H. FEIROCK

J. KIELY C:lianager)

L. SPIEKER
L. OBERSCHM I DT
J. KELLY
L. SCHIFFER
J. DELAY (Captain)
E. BEDINGHAUS

C. BRADY (Coach)
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Athletics

II

BASEBALL.
The prospects of a winning baseball team for this year are more
gratifying than even the most sanguine could have hoped. In spite of
the fact that several regulars of the championship aggregation of the
past two seasons have left the College, all indications point to a continuance of the fast pace set by the Blue and White ball-tossers in
recent years. The skeptical follower of the College nine need only hie
himself to the Avondale campus one of these sunny days, and stay for
the practice session. He will come away satisfied that old St. Xavier
is still in the running. For those huge gaps in the line-up made by
the inevitable ravages of time are being filled most admirably.
Of course the greatest blow is the absence of Neal Brady, our
own genial Buck, who is meting out fast shoots and tantalizing twisters to the batters of the Texas League. Brady's best trick was to
make the opposing clubmen wave thrice at ethereal lightness. Fans
hereabouts cannot forget the twenty-eight Varsity men that Cornelius
persuaded to whiff in eleven innings last spring. Who is going to
step in and take Brady's place? Herein may seem the greatest difficulty. But really it makes the heart beat with reassurance to see Joe
Sebastiani and Howard Creed speed 'em over out in Avondale these
days. Of the pitching corps, these two are the most likely looking.
Creed was Brady's understudy last year. He started only one game,
and in eight innings allowed Moore's Hill but one measly hit. Sebastiani is not a novice either. The pitching end of the defense will give
a good account of itself.
(

On the face of matters, the exit of "Kada" Kieffer, Brady's battery mate and stellar receiver, would also seem an irreparable loss.
But Wurzelbacher is bound to give satisfaction behind the bat.
Steady, fast and reliable in all departments, Wurzy surely has the
goods. Another obstacle to be surmounted was Johnny Yost's departure. Johnny was a Joe Tinker in the field , and could only swat
about .450. However, Cap. Frey has shifted over to short from second-base, where he cavorted last season, and has already filled the bill.
Bob Kelly has pitched camp at the key-stone station, and it does not
look as though he will be routed. As everybody expected, big Steve
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Sebastiani has a monopoly on the first-base position. And Al Conway has been showing up at third a la Heine Groh. As for the gardeners, it is improbable that any of the rookies will upset the present
dope. Bill Stiene, Gene Shiels and Danny Butler, faithful veterans
all, seem to be fixtures in the outer sward. Of the thirty odd candidates, who came out with a rush when the word was given to mobilize, it is in no wise easy to pick the utility men. Still, right now, it
appears that at least Roelker and Unnewehr will be retained.
Manager Thomann deserves a hand for the schedule he has succeeded in arranging. Xavier adherents will be served some rare treats.
The season opens on April 15 at Avondale with the Ohio Dental College as the attraction. On April 17, Georgetown College, of Georgetown, Ky., will engage our boys for the afternoon at Avondale. We
travel to Moore's Hill, Ind., on April 22. Burlington Aggies, from
Burlington, Ky., will be the card for April 24 on our home lot. On
May 1 we journey to Wilmington, 0.; on May 6 we play St. Mary's
Seminary, at Ellenora, 0.; on May 15 Moore's Hill comes to Cincinnati, and on May 22 Wilmington meets us here. Negotiations are
pending for a game at Burlington on April 29. It is likely that the
annual game with the Alumni will be decided on May 8. Manager
Thomann is dickering with several big out-of-town teams for May 29,
and it is highly probable that on this date a contest with Indiana Normal will be staged at Avondale. It is hardly necessary to dwell on
the excellence of that schedule.
Manager Thomann and Captain Frey have been optimistic about
this year's possibilities from the very beginning, but of late they are '
simply elated over the outlook. For before the training season began
only a real optimist could view the situation without apprehension.
Ordinarily it would demolish a team to deprive it of three regulars,
such as Brady, Yost and Kieffer. But it looks now-and here's hoping-that when the umpire waves the final out, the present season,
like those that have gone before, will furnish matter for many a pleasant reminiscent fanning-bee.
THOMAS A. GALLAGHER '17.
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The Academy Basketball Five topped off the season by defeating
St. Bernard 17 to 4. The loss of Neal Brady somewhat weakened the
team, but in general, they played a brilliant game from start to finish.
Persistency was probably the immediate cause of their success. Encomiums have been lavished upon them by all basketball enthusiasts.
Luttmer, the husky center, was out of the game for two weeks owing
to slight illness. In this crisis Fieroch was chosen to fill the vacancy.
The fates were evidently against us, for only in the first three games
were we favored with the regular line-up. Results:
St. B'ernard 34; St. Xavier 30.
St. Bernard 4; St. Xavier 17.
St. Aloysius Cubs 23; St. Xavier 13.

Woodward 33; St. Xavier 21.
St. George Peerless 36; St. Xavier 28.
Franklin 15; St. Xavier 17.

Joseph Kaitus, the pragmatic Fourth Year man, was chosen for
left guard on the All High School Basketball Five. The CommercialTribune says of him: "St. Xavier, which has always produced some
of the best athletes of this city, has one man on its team that can play
either at guard or at center. This man is no other than Kattus. Kattus is a good guard and is the only man who kept Abrams the Woodward crack from holding a field-day."
The Xavier Cubs have also made an excellent showing , having
defeated many of the best teams of their weight in this city. Fieroch
was probably the greatest drawing card at their games.
The following have been appointed by the Junior Literary Society to appear in the Semi-Public Debate, to be held in the early part
of May: Arthur Farrell, William Luttmer, Raymond Manley and
Earl Westerfield. The subject to be discussed is the " Monroe Doctrine." The members of this society have taken much interest in its
exercises and the prospects of a successful year are very promising.
The High School Basketball Five of 1914-15 hereby extends their
heartfelt thanks to Robert Kelly and Austin Welsh, for the services
rendered them during the past season.
INDOOR LEAGUES.
Teams.
W . L.
T eams.
W.
Sophomore ....... . .. .. . . . .. .. 2
O
III A .... .. .. ... . ............. 2
Freshman . ........... . ..... .. 1
1 II B ... .. ........ .. .... .. .. .. . 2
IV Year .. . . . ... . ..... .. ..... . 1
2 I B ........... .. .... . .. . .. . ... 2
III B .. . . .. . . . . ......... . ... .. 1
2 II A .............. .. .. .. .... . . 1
I A . .... .. ... .. .. ............. 1
I C ................. .. ........ o

EARL F. WESTERFIELD.

L.
O

1
1
1
2
3
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AVONDALE.
The Junior Literary Society has been a source of entertainment
and information to the members. At the meeting held on February 5
the following officers were elected : John O'Donnell, President; John
Frey, Vice-President; John Reardon, Secretary; Earl Koch, Treasurer; Owen Taphorn, Stanley McDevitt and Joseph Welpley, Committee on Debates.
We believe that we speak with perfect assurance in asserting that
the annual Retreat of the students, conducted by Fr. Danihy, was in
every respect an unqualified success.
Now that the preliminary elocution contests are over, we may
look for constant practice until the finals decide the winners in the
respective sections.
The representative Academy Baseball Team opened its season on
April 9 with a victory over Bellevue High, 17 to 6, and continued the
good work by defeating Franklin 4 to 3 on April 11. In these games
the team gave evidence of great possibilities. John Frey is captain
and manager. The following games have been booked: University
School, April 16; Covington High, April 21; Loveland High at Loveland, May 1; Ohio Mechanics Institute, May 14; Loveland High at
Avondale, June 5.
A school league in which each class is represented by a team has
also been formed .
A number of new books have been added ta the Students' Library.
The tennis courts are being put in condition for playing.
Our Bowling Season proved a great success. There was a large
number of entries and interest never flagged. Fourth High, represented by Frey, McPhillips, O'Neil and Barrs, won the pennant, but
Norbert Brockman, of Third High, by lifting the record to 245, earned
the prize for highest individual score.

Class Leagues have been started in baseball. The National
League is composed of teams from the three highest classes; two
teams from First High and one from Second make up the American.
Class Leaders at the April distribution were: Fourth High,
Joseph McCarthy; Third High, Robert D olle ; Second High, Lawrence
Kyte; First High, Raphael Klein.
JOSEPH WE LPL Y.
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